SESSION 6:

JESUS HEALS THE
MAN BORN BLIND




In this series, we discover seven signs of Jesus in the gospel of John. Water turns into
wine, one lunch feeds 5000 hungry bellies, people are healed, and a man four-days-dead
is raised to life! Are these random miraculous acts, or do they point to something more?
Together we will explore what these miracles tell us about who Jesus is. Today,

Jesus heals a man born blind.

Share

¢  What do you know about miracles? How would you describe them to someone
who had never heard of them?

e Have you ever been in - or known someone in - a difficult
situation that seemed like it would never change? What was that like?

e What miracle would you like to see in your life or in the world?

A,
Pray

Before we read today’s Scripture, let's pray together.

Pray that the Holy Spirit would speak to us through God'’s Word.
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Read

Read John 9:1-41.

You might like to choose one section and read it in another translation as well.

1 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth.

2"Rabbi,” his disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his
own sins or his parents’ sins?”

3”It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened so
the power of God could be seen in him. #We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us
by the one who sent us. The night is coming, and then no one can work.

5But while | am here in the world, | am the light of the world.”

6Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and spread the mud over the
blind man'’s eyes. 7 He told him, “Go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means
“sent”). So the man went and washed and came back seeing!

8His neighbors and others who knew him as a blind beggar asked each other, “Isn't this
the man who used to sit and beg?” ? Some said he was, and others said, “No, he just
looks like him!” But the beggar kept saying, “Yes, | am the same one!”

1°They asked, “Who healed you? What happened?”

" He told them, “The man they call Jesus made mud and spread it over my eyes and told
me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash yourself." So | went and washed, and now | can

|II

see
12"\Where is he now?” they asked.
“I don't know,” he replied.

3Then they took the man who had been blind to the Pharisees, " because it was on the
Sabbath that Jesus had made the mud and healed him. '8 The Pharisees asked the man
all about it. So he told them, “He put the mud over my eyes, and when | washed it away, |
could see!”

1¢ Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus is not from God, for he is working on the
Sabbath.” Others said, “But how could an ordinary sinner do such miraculous
signs?” So there was a deep division of opinion among them.

17 Then the Pharisees again questioned the man who had been blind and demanded,
“What's your opinion about this man who healed you?”
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The man replied, “l think he must be a prophet.”

18The Jewish leaders still refused to believe the man had been blind and could now see,
so they called in his parents. ' They asked them, “Is this your son? Was he born blind? If
so, how can he now see?”

20 His parents replied, “We know this is our son and that he was born blind, 2! but

we don't know how he can see or who healed him. Ask him. He is old enough to speak
for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who
had announced that anyone saying Jesus was the Messiah would be expelled from the
synagogue. 2 That's why they said, “He is old enough. Ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called in the man who had been blind and told him, “God
should get the glory for this, because we know this man Jesus is a sinner.”

25"l don't know whether he is a sinner,” the man replied. “But | know this: | was blind, and

Ill

now | can see
26 "But what did he do?” they asked. “How did he heal you?”

27" ook!"” the man exclaimed. "l told you once. Didn't you listen? Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?”

28 Then they cursed him and said, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses! 22 We know God spoke to Moses, but we don't even know where this man comes
from.”

Ill

30"Why, that's very strange!” the man replied. “He healed my eyes, and yet

you don't know where he comes from? 3' We know that God doesn't listen to sinners, but
he is ready to hear those who worship him and do his will. 32 Ever since the world began,
no one has been able to open the eyes of someone born blind. 3 If this man were not
from God, he couldn’t have done it.”

34"You were born a total sinner!” they answered. “Are you trying to teach us?” And they
threw him out of the synagogue.

Spiritual Blindness

35When Jesus heard what had happened, he found the man and asked, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?”

36 The man answered, “Who is he, sir? | want to believe in him.”
37"You have seen him,” Jesus said, “and he is speaking to you!”
38"Yes, Lord, | believe!” the man said. And he worshiped Jesus.

39 Then Jesus told him, “l entered this world to render judgment—to give sight to the
blind and to show those who think they see that they are blind.”
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49 Some Pharisees who were standing nearby heard him and asked, “Are you saying
we're blind?”

41”If you were blind, you wouldn’t be guilty,” Jesus replied. “But you remain guilty
because you claim you can see.

(New Living Translation)

Share

Have a go at retelling the story as a group.

In verse two, the disciples ask Jesus if the blind man was blind because of sin. At
this time in history, it was commonly believed that those who were sick were
experiencing difficulty because of their sin or their ancestors’ sins. How do you
think the man would have felt, hearing the disciples ask Jesus this question?

In verses three to five, Jesus points the question away from ‘why’ and focuses on
what God could and would do in this man’s life.! Jesus explains that it is not
because of sin, but because God wants to work in and through even this.

What might the man have been thinking when Jesus said this? What do you think it
shows about Jesus' heart for the man?

In verse six, Jesus spits on the ground and makes mud to put on the

man's eyes. Do you think the mud healed his eyes, or was it the water in the pool of
Siloam, or something else? Discuss your thoughts in pairs, then come back to the
group and share.

Jesus tells the man to go wash his eyes in the pool of Siloam, and he does. The
man would have only just met Jesus, so what do you think prompts him to believe
and obey Jesus?

If you were watching all of this happen, what conclusions would you have drawn
about Jesus?

Do you think there is always a connection between faith and answered prayer?
Why/why not?

" Enduring Word Bible Commentary John Chapter 9
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https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/john-9/

e From verses 13 through to 33, the man is questioned harshly by the religious
leaders about what Jesus did and said. Do you ever feel intimidated or afraid when
it comes to telling people about Jesus? What example does the man set for

us here?

e Read verses 34-39 out loud again. The religious leaders throw the man out of their
place of worship. Jesus hears about it, finds the man and shows him who he
is: God's Messiah.2 What difference do you think this second encounter would
have made to the man?

e What kind of blindness might Jesus be talking about in verse 39? What do you
think it means to have ‘spiritual sight'?

¢ What do you notice happens to the man's confidence in Jesus each time he
retells his story? Why do you think this happens?

e How does this story inspire or encourage you?

A,
Pray

In pairs, share one prayer request you each have.

Ask a volunteer to pray to close.

2 Enduring Word Bible Commentary John Chapter 9
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https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/john-9/
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